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Newsletter 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
   
DEC 
Tues 20th  End of Term 4 
   Assembly  1pm 
   Dismissal  1.30pm 
 

2017 
JAN 
Tues 31st  First Day of Term 1 
   - Years 1  -  6 
 
Thurs 2nd  Preps commence 
   school 
   Welcome Morning 
   Tea for Prep  
   parents 
 
FEB  
Mon 6th  Twilight Welcome 
   Picnic   
   5pm—6.30pm 
   Information  
   Session  
   6.30pm—7.30pm 

No.41 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 

 

Monday 30th January 2017 

9.00am to 10.00am 

Usual trading hours 

Mondays  8.45am to 

9.15am 

LAST DAY OF TERM 4 

TODAY!!!  

Assembly 1pm 

Dismissal 1.30pm 

2016 - What a Year!!!! 
As I look back and reflect on the year that was I started to think about all that we 
have achieved in such a short period of time and here are some of our  
achievements: 

 The fundraising events, where as a community, we raised over $26,000 from 
this year’s fete… Wow!!! 

 The extension of our chicken coup 
 The instillation of our bushland gardens at the back end of the school  
 The multiple awards that we won over the course of the year in regards to our 

sustainable and community engagement programs 
 Composting, gardening and cooking across the school 
 The care and maintenance of our chickens (thank you Vanessa Imeson!) 
 The work with Wilko in science and the Young Scientists Monash University 

program 
 Our most successful working bees each term 
 Clearing of dangerous trees and the continued maintenance of our grounds 
 The Year 3-4 sleep over in the BER 
 The beach program  and year 5-6 camp 
 The BYOD ipad program 
 Successful excursions, incursions across the year 
 Our involvement in the I see I care program, the swim with the dolphins in the 

bay and our first year as part of the Big schools green  conference and the 
leadership opportunity in the Junior mayor program 

 These are just to name a few of our achievements in 2016…… 

The end of each year is a time when we reflect on the successes and  
achievements and say farewell to some of the families whose children leave at the 
end of their schooling with us.  Last week I had the pleasure of hosting the Year 6 
Graduation Ceremony as Principal. I must say I was so proud of the students and 
their art pieces that they will be leaving behind. Well done to our graduating class 
of 2016! They were outstanding and I have had many requests for parents who 
wish to keep the art pieces! 
 
I would like to personally thank all the mums that set up the Graduation Dinner 
room.  It was SPECTACULAR!  A very special thank you to the Grade 5 families 
who served food and beverages to the parents of the graduating students and to 
the Hucker family who served the students themselves. It was so good to see so 
many members of our community come together.  

2016 Parent Helper’s Afternoon Tea 
Just last Wednesday we shared a wonderful afternoon tea and end of year “Culture 
Fest” with our students and in particular our Choir singing.  The entertainment was 
as usual first class.  Thanks to Miss Amy Howden and the work she has put in for 
the last performances of the year.  Thank you to our wonderful parents and friends 
who assist us in so many ways each year and who joined in with the afternoon tea.  
Many of our teaching staff managed to sneak in an appearance and thank everyone 
even if it was for a short while.  I want to formally take this opportunity to thank all 
the parent helpers, the P & F Committee, parents who helped with reading, writing , 
attending excursions and incursions, being part of the Bike Ed program, helping with 
the garden, on all our working bee days, graduation and all the events that we have 
held this year. Your support and help has been invaluable and so appreciated.  
 
THANK YOU for the amazing spread of food and the very personal messages that 
we each received at our wonderful teacher’s luncheon put on by the P & F  
committee!!!! 

PREPS  

NO SCHOOL WEDNESDAYS 

FOR MONTH OF FEBRUARY 
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School Captains 
I want to say a few words about our school captains, Jack Phillips and Scarlett Reynolds, (School Captains) and Darcy Keating 
and Olivia Canadi (School Vice Captains).   From the day last year when we first announced them as the captains, they have  
excelled themselves.  They have stepped up and spoken at many assemblies.  They have represented the school at special 
events and taken school tours.  They have become accustomed to public speaking and learned much about leadership, what it 
means to cheer others on and not just put yourself forward.  Many thanks to all four of you and good luck with your secondary 
journey, I look forward to hearing about all the wonderful things that you will achieve!!! 

School Captains for 2017 
This year, we continue the tradition of School captains and Vice school captains. The roles will be enhanced as we also  
continue work on our Young Leaders Program. Next year these four students will accompany me at a Student Leader’s  
Conference in the city. We are working very hard to enable the student to have a say in as many areas as we can.  
 
Students prepared speeches and delivered them to their peers.  Their peers voted for them and then we interviewed the top eight 
candidates of boys and girls.  Through that process, as well as some leadership opportunities during the past few weeks as the 
young leaders mentoring program has been running, we have selected the following four students to lead our school in 2017. 
 
As School Captains, we have Kai Carrigan and Millie Farrington-Short.  As Vice School Captains we have Ted Mackie and  
Sophie Denham.  
 
These roles were announced at today’s assembly much to the surprise of the successful children, although I have to admit to 
some covert phone calls to parents who were very good at keeping secrets. Early next year we will have our Badge Assembly and 
award the Young Leaders their badges.  More on that in 2017. 

Goodbyes and Farewells 
At this time of year, we also say goodbye to some staff who have worked with us over several months and years.  It is  
always a sad time but an exciting one all the same as we know that they will have many opportunities ahead of them in their 
journey’s next year. 
 
Staff leaving us this year are Miss Madeleine Simos who will be travelling around the world in 2017….we wish her a safe and 
adventurous time away! Mr Michael Domogala who will be taking on a new challenge at Dandenong North Primary School, 
we wish him all the very best and thank him for all the care and support he has provided to the children and our community. 
We also say goodbye to Mr Matthew Blair who was here for a short term contract and will be looking to further his studies in 
2017. 
 
A very special mention to Miss Rob Peirson who will be retiring at the end of the year. This amazing lady has a passion and 
love for this school that I have never seen in any of my work places. She comes every day with a smile and is “happy” to take 
any class, any challenge that comes her way. She has organised countless but extremely successful working bees… that oth-
er schools would only dream of, she sets up morning tea and does so because she wants to. Rob cares and wants kids to 
strive and has brought along so many through her amazing 46 year career and in the last few years with her levelled literacy 
program and she worked with countless parents and teachers along the way. Rob has led teams and shown her unwavering 
support to MPS in the many roles that she has taken with enthusiasm and keen interest! This coming week will involve a lot of 
“lasts” for Rob and we know that it will be an emotional period of time. From all of us have a fantastic break and we hope that 
this new chapter in your life will bring about different experiences and opportunities. There aren’t enough words to describe 
how we all feel about you and the impact and legacy that you leave behind…Thank you from all of us! (I know that this will not 
be goodbye and we look forward to seeing you again…. Soon!) 
 
Thanks to each of these staff members who have supported the students and provided outstanding care, support and  
dedication to improve engagement and make our school the best it can be. 
 
We wish you all the very best!  

Reports 
Our teachers sent your child’s end of year report home last Friday.   Please check your child’s school bag to ensure you receive 
the report as well as other personal information.  Any children, who were absent, will have their reports posted home.   
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Welcome to… Miss Stefanie Hoffner and Miss Trish Brewer to our staff next year.  Here is our final structure for 2017. 

 

 

Prep Michelle Samuels, Kayla Ramanauskas 

Year One/Two 
Stefanie Koffner, Trish Brewer- 6 months and (we welcome back Mrs  
Alderson in Term 3) and Gemma Davenport 
Miss Marie Manserra (P-2 Team Leader) 

Year Three/Four Stephen Leeden, Trudi Kelly and Alison McKenna (job sharing), Stefan Beal 
(Team Leader 3-4) 

Year Five/Six Kim Slade, Yana Triplik and  Ian Corrigan (5-6Team Leader) 

Integration Aides Valerie Wills, Barbara Andolfi and Toni Gallagher 

Music Amy Howden 

Phys Education and Science Trudi Kelly 

Art Marie Kakavoules 

LOTE- Mandarin Wei Fang 

Additional Assistance / and support Marie Manserra  and Maria Kakavoules (Years P-3) 
Debbie Schmauder (Years 3-6) 

Office Staff Karmen Vannutini, Vicki Ormsby, Kaylene Smilie 

Newsletter/Library Toni Gallagher 

Acting Assistant Principal Debbie Schmauder 

Principal Noxia Angelides 

Last Up-Day 
Yesterday we had our final ‘Up Day’.  These days are designed so that students can become accustomed to the New Year 
level they are moving to.  We have enjoyed several days where this transition process has occurred.  We have tried wherever 
possible to ensure that requests have been adhered to and I thank the parents who wrote earlier in the term and discussed 
issues with me. It is not always possible to meet all requests.   
 
We have kept staff changes to a minimum so that children and teachers are more familiar with each other making for an  
easier transition. 
 
As always, we teach children and not a grade level.  Children progress at different rates and are at different levels in their learn-
ing no matter what class they are moving to.  Teachers differentiate their learning by knowing each child and their  
capabilities and teaching them in a group of children with like needs.  This occurs in every grade and is designed so that al l 
children can progress forward from where they are. While for many of us, this may not have been the way we were taught, it is 
important that we teach children in ways in which educational research supports.  Teaching children with targeted and  
focussed learning is what we aim to do in all classes whether multi-aged or single level. 
 
Please support your children and let them tell you about their new teacher and class they are in.  Not everyone will be with their 
best friends however being able to work with anyone and everyone is part of the schooling process, it is part of life that we mix 
with new people each year. Our teachers have gone to extraordinary lengths to ensure a balanced class formation.  They have 
looked at gender, at ability, at social skills, at behaviour, at additional needs and at requests.  They have spent hours working 
on these groups and have done their very best for your children.  I salute all of our teachers for their dedication to this and eve-
ry task they undertake. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
I’d like to wish all families a very Merry Christmas and happy times for the festive season and New Year.   I hope the children find 
the January school holidays rewarding and relaxing.  On behalf of all of the staff at Moorabbin Primary School, we congratulate all 
of the children for a wonderful school year and will look forward to all returning with big smiles on faces, in 2017.  We also wish our 
exiting families, the best for your future, as your children transition into a new school environment.   We hope you will keep in touch 
with us.  For families travelling please do so safely. Have a great holiday to one and all. 

Noxia Angelides 


