
 “We are learners for life, leading the way, who make the most of every day”     
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Newsletter 

NUDE FOOD WEDNESDAYS

2016 WORKING BEES  
 

Sun 6th Nov   -  PA, 34B & 56T 

2016 UPCOMING EVENTS 
   
OCT 
Frid 28th  Bandana & Sushi
   Day 
Mon 31st  CURRICULUM  
   DAY 
NOV 
Tues 1st  PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Thur 3rd  5/6 T20 Blast 
   Kanga Cricket 
Mon 7th  Family Life 
Wed 9th  Closet Cleanup  
   pickup 
Frid 11th  Sustainability  
   Awards 

No.33 

We are up for two AWARDS! 
As we come into Term 4 I am proud to announce that our school has been  
nominated and shortlisted as finalists for the 2016 Resource Smart Schools awards in 
Community Leadership and we have also been nominated for the VGSA awards in 
Biodiversity and Greatest change in the School Grounds.  
 
It is a credit to our community our partners the Moorabbin Lions Club, our parents, 
teachers and most importantly our students. They have been a driving force  
behind all the work that we have completed. I would like to formally acknowledge the 
team at the eco centre, Kingston Council and Melanie from Resource Smart who be-
lieved that we may have a chance! Finally, to our “Sustainability Warriors” an amazing 
group of parents especially to Lisa Beal and Jeremy Jones, including Mrs Triplik and 
Miss Davenport (who lead the teachers internally) these amazing  
individuals put in all the hard work that went into the application. We thank you so 
much. 
 
The Sustainability Leaders, Lisa and I will attend the finalist’s award ceremony  

Friday 11
th

 November at IMAX Melbourne. Please keep your fingers crossed! 

We also made the Moorabbin Leader and the Bayside Leader! See below. 

Fantastic Apps of the Week 
 
Beatwave  
(FREE) 
Beatwave lets you make amazing 
music simply by tapping. Create songs  
anywhere, anytime on your iPhone or 
iPad. No musical skills required! Using 
the Beatwave grid melodies and beats 
can be constructed easily & quickly. Use 
this app in music class to encourage 
students that don't have prior music  
training to easily experiment with beats 
and sounds to create their own songs.  

iLearn: Continents & Oceans  
($1.49) 
Engaging and fun application  
designed by a classroom teacher. Leader 
board keeps track of high scores. Game 
Mode can be addictive, allowing you to 
unwittingly learn all of the continents and 
oceans in no time at all. iLearn:  
Continents & Oceans has four different 
game play modes to choose from - Learn 
Mode, Game Mode, Test Mode and  
Puzzle Mode.  

2016 TERM DATES 

Term 4 

Mon 3rd Oct - Tue 20th Dec 

2016 SUSHI LUNCHES 
 
October   Friday 28th 
November  Friday 25th 

Lego Club has arrived! 
One of our student leaders Nick M from 5/6 C has been busy working out the logistics 

of what this club will look like for our school, he took the time to set out rules,  

expectations and make sure the children would have fun creating in a safe and  

nurturing environment. It began last week and will be held in the Senior Learning area 

at lunchtimes every Thursday and Friday. Children also have the opportunity to go into 

the library during lunchtimes on a Tuesday and Wednesday where they can borrow, 

reads books and play with Lego. 

http://vpa.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c89c90be981ec2caf9edc4cd&id=a5f1dfeef4&e=0faece510e
http://vpa.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6c89c90be981ec2caf9edc4cd&id=951b74346b&e=0faece510e
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Parent Surveys  - Have you had your say? 
Last Friday our school sent out two surveys for parents to complete online so far we have had 59 responses to the LOTE 

(Languages other than English) survey and 27 for the review survey. Below is just a snippet from one of the questions in the 

survey.  It is mandated that all Victorian Government Schools have a language delivered as part of the curriculum. The lan-

guages from the survey were chosen from an internal survey given to our students.  

 

This year our school is in a REVIEW Year and this means that 
we have the opportunity to reflect on what we have achieved, 
what has worked and what we need to improve moving forward. 
The current strategic plan will end this year. As part of the review 
process it is important for feedback and to seek that from our 
community. These surveys are  
anonymous and it is important for as many of our parents to fill in 
these surveys so we can have a large sample size. Even if you 
are leaving our community at the end of this year your point of 
view will still be important in shaping the possibilities for our 
School. I invite you to take a few moments to fill in the sur-
veys before Friday 4th November.  
 

 A LOTE (Languages other than English) survey to determine 
what language we will implement in 2017: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/82VY8PD 
 
A parent review  survey where you can provide direct feedback 
on the direction of our school: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8CDPXLK 
 

Moorabbin Primary is a SMOKE FREE ZONE 
Can I please remind everyone that our school is smoke free.  Even in the carparks around the school.  This applies to the Le 

Page street entrance to our school. Please refrain from doing so when picking up or dropping off your child/ren. 

From 13 April 2015, smoking is banned within four metres of an entrance to all primary and secondary schools in Victoria, and 
within the school grounds, under an amendment to the Tobacco Act 1987. A similar ban applying to the entrances and grounds 
of Victorian childcare centres and kindergartens is also in place. 
 
While smoking was banned on the grounds of all Victorian Government schools by the Minister for Education in 2009 via a Min-
isterial Ban Order, the new bans are enshrined in legislation and also apply to Catholic and independent schools in Victoria. 
 
It is a legislative requirement that each school installs suitable ‘No smoking’ signs at all entrances to the school grounds.  
 
Signs and other communication materials, such as posters and brochures, are available to order free-of-charge from the De-
partment of Health and Human Services (DHHS), see: Tobacco Reforms 
 
Please contact the Tobacco Control Section in the DHHS for any questions regarding the new smoking bans, via phone (03) 
9096 0469, or via email tobacco.policy@health.vic.gov.au.  

Class Composition 2017 
This week our Staff Consultative Committee begins the process of determining the number and arrangement of classes for 2017.  
This process takes time and involves much consideration to ensure that the children’s needs are paramount in the decision. 
Once the organisational structure of classes is determined, for example, how many classes at each level, the gender mix,  
whether any multi-age classes will be required, our staff work collaboratively over an extended period of time to ensure that the 
children are well placed. 
 
The Department funds our school on the basis of 1: 21 in Prep and Year 1 rising to 1:28 in Years 3-6.  This means that we have 
to take into account our future enrolments of which our budget is based on in determining the number of classes we can staff. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/82VY8PD
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8CDPXLK
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/tobaccoreforms/smoke-free-learning-enviro/index.htm
mailto:tobacco.policy@health.vic.gov.au
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Summary: What are the principles of a multisensory, structured language approach?  

Additional ways to enhance foreign language learning success include the following:  

 Simultaneous, Multisensory (VAKT): Teaching uses all learning pathways in the brain (i.e., visual, auditory, kinesthetic-
tactile) simultaneously or sequentially in order to enhance memory and learning.  

 Systematic and Cumulative: Multisensory language instruction requires that the organization of material follows the logical 
order of the language. The sequence must begin with the easiest and most basic concepts and progress methodically to 
more difficult material. Each concept must also be based on those already learned. Concepts taught must be systematically 
reviewed to strengthen memory.  

 Direct Instruction: The inferential learning of any concept cannot be taken for granted. Multisensory language instruction  
requires direct teaching of all concepts with continuous student-teacher interaction.  

 Diagnostic Teaching: The teacher must be adept at flexible or individualized teaching. The teaching plan is based on care-
ful and continuous assessment of the individual’s needs. The content presented must be mastered step by step for the stu-
dent to progress.  

 Synthetic and Analytic Instruction: Multisensory, structured language programs include both synthetic and analytic  
instruction. Synthetic instruction presents the parts of the language and then teaches how the parts work together to form a 
whole. Analytic instruction presents the whole and teaches how this can be broken down into its component parts.  

 Comprehensive and Inclusive: All levels of language are addressed, often in parallel, including sounds (phonemes),  
symbols (graphemes), meaningful word parts (morphemes), word and phrase meanings (semantics), sentences (syntax), 
longer passages (discourse), and the social uses of language (pragmatics).  

Planning for 2017 and Parent Input 
Each year parents have the opportunity to provide input to the class placement process.  While the allocation of children wil l 
ultimately be the responsibility of the Principal, under the advice of staff, I believe that parents should, if they wish, have in-
put into this process.  
 
Our school is a place for learning, for making new friends, for learning to take responsibility and for learning how to work with 
a range of people and build connections with their peers in a safe and engaging environment.  We want to be able to pre-
pare our students for their future.   
 
We believe that all children should be able to work with their peers both at their level and below and above.  We have specif-
ic programs where students are required to work with peers they may not have thought of working with before.  Friendship 
is not the deciding factor when determining classes.  Teachers take into account student behaviour, achievement, work 
ethic and whether they have been with the same children for several years.   
 
As a parent or guardian, you may have additional information that you believe we should know so that your child can be best 
placed for the coming year.  Please take the time to write and inform us of any issues pertaining to class placement that you 
believe need to be considered. 
 
Can I choose a teacher? 
Many parents ask why they cannot select a teacher for their child.  The answer is that our staffing is not finalised until after 
we complete the class organisation.  We are not yet finished advertising for and appointing our staff for next year.  It is not 
possible to grant requests for specific teachers. We are immensely proud of all of our teachers.  All of our teachers are 
highly qualified and are experienced generalist primary teachers.  Each one of them can teach at any level.  It is an im-
portant part of their continuing development as teachers that they teach across levels of the primary school.   
 
If you would like to provide input into the class placement process for 2016, please take time to fill out the attached proforma 
(at the end of the newsletter) and send it back to me in an enclosed envelope and address it to The Principal or email your 
proforma to moorabbin.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au by 4:00pm on Tuesday 8th November.  Mark the letter or email to The 
Principal –  Confidential Class Placement.   
 
The emails will be printed and you will receive a brief reply by email so you know your message has been received.  

Last Curriculum Day for 2016 
Just a gentle reminder that we will hold our last curriculum day on Monday October 31st this will be a pupil free day. Students are 
not required to attend school on this day. The teaching staff at Moorabbin Primary will be immersed in these three areas of  
Professional Development learning: 

 Finalising documentation relating to our School review 
 Learning about the Victorian Curriculum that need to be implement and assessed against in 2017 
 Having professional development relating to the approach for teaching Literacy using MSL (Multisensory Learning) please 

see below what this approach will mean for our students 

mailto:moorabbin.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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MULTISENSORY STRUCTURED LANGUAGE TEACHING  
  

What is meant by multisensory teaching?  

Multisensory learning involves the use of visual, auditory, and kinesthetic-tactile pathways simultaneously to enhance 
memory and learning of written language. Links are consistently made between the visual (language we see), auditory 
(language we hear), and kinesthetic-tactile (language symbols we feel) pathways in learning to read and spell.  
 
Teachers who use this approach help students perceive the speech sounds in words (phonemes) by looking in the mirror 
when they speak or exaggerating the movements of their mouths. Students learn to link speech sounds (phonemes) to let-
ters or letter patterns by saying sounds for letters they see, or writing letters for sounds they hear. As students learn a new 
letter or pattern (such as s or th), they may repeat five to seven words that are dictated by the teacher and contain the 
sound of the new letter or pattern; the  students discover the sound that is the same in all the words. Next, they may look at 
the words written on a piece of paper or the chalkboard and discover the new letter or pattern. Finally, they carefully trace, 
copy, and write the letter(s) while saying the corresponding sound. The sound may be dictated by the teacher, and the letter 
name(s) given by the student. Students then read and spell words, phrases, and sentences using these patterns to build 
their reading fluency. Teachers and their students rely on all three pathways for learning rather than focusing on a “whole 
word memory method,” a “tracing method,” or a “phonetic method” alone.   
 
The principle of combining movement with speech and reading is applied at other levels of language learning as well.  
Students may learn hand gestures to help them memorize the definition of a noun. Students may manipulate word cards to 
create sentences or classify the words in sentences by physically moving them into categories. They might move sentences 
around to make paragraphs. The elements of a story may be taught with reference to a three-dimensional, tactile aid. In all, 
the hand, body, and/or movement are used to support comprehension or production of language.   
 

What is the rationale behind multisensory, structured language teaching?  

Students can often exhibit weaknesses in underlying language skills involving speech sound (phonological) and print 
(orthographic) processing and in building brain pathways that connect speech with print. The brain pathways used for  
reading and spelling must develop to connect many brain areas and must transmit information with sufficient speed and 
accuracy. 

 

Noxia Angelides - Principal 

Most students with dyslexia have weak phonemic awareness, meaning they are unaware of the role sounds play in words. 
These students may also have difficulty rhyming words, blending sounds to make words, or segmenting words into sounds. 
Because of their trouble establishing associations between sounds and symbols, they also have trouble learning to  
recognize words automatically (“by sight”) or fast enough to allow comprehension. If they are not accurate with sounds or 
symbols, they will have trouble forming memories for common words, even the “little” words in students’ books. They need 
specialized instruction to master the alphabetic code and to form those memories.   
 
When taught by a multisensory approach, students have the advantage of learning alphabetic patterns and words with  
engagement of all learning modalities. Dr. Samuel Terry Orton, one of the first to recognize the syndrome of dyslexia in  
students, suggested that teaching the “fundamentals of phonic association with letter forms, both visually presented and 
reproduced in writing until the correct associations were built up,” would benefit students of all ages.  

What is the Orton-Gillingham Approach?  

Dr. Orton and his colleagues began using multisensory techniques in the mid-1920’s at the mobile mental health clinic he 
directed in Iowa. Dr. Orton was influenced by the kinesthetic method described by Grace Fernald and Helen Keller. He  
suggested that kinesthetic-tactile reinforcement of visual and auditory associations could correct the tendency of confusing 
similar letters and transposing the sequence of letters while reading and writing. For example, students who confuse b and 
d are taught to use consistent, different strokes in forming each letter. Students make the vertical line before drawing the 
circle in printing the letter b; they form the circle before drawing the vertical line in printing the letter d.  
 
Anna Gillingham and Bessie Stillman based their original 1936 teaching manual for the “alphabetic method” on Dr. Orton’s 
theories. They combined multisensory techniques with teaching the structure of written English, including the sounds 
(phonemes), meaning units (morphemes such as prefixes, suffixes, and roots) and common spelling rules. The phrase 
“Orton-Gillingham approach” refers to the structured, sequential, multisensory techniques established by Dr. Orton, Ms. 
Gillingham, and their colleagues. Many programs today incorporate methods and principles first described in this  
foundational work, as well as other practices supported by research.  
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Stationery Levies 

Terrific Kids    Week 1     Enthusiasm 

Class Student Class Student Class Student 

Prep A Harley Prep S Zac   

12D Declan 12G Lola 12R Monica 

34B Gracie 34L Cassia 34M Jett 

56B Lily 56C Liam 56T Jack 

The Stationery and Levies Pack for 2017 were distributed to children 

on Friday. If  you have not received your pack, please either contact 

the office or your child’s class teacher. 
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Science Squad 
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3/4 Sleepover 



Page 8 

3/4 Sleepover 
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3/4 Sleepover 
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3/4 Sleepover 
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Dear Families 

 

Every year we run fundraising activities so that we can raise money to pay for essential resources for our school. 

 

This year we are running a Closet Cleanout clothing recycling drive. Through this drive you are invited to bring in any 

unwanted clothes, shoes, handbags, linen and soft toys for re-use by people in need. It's a great way to get rid of  

outgrown or no longer wanted items. 

 

We believe that this fundraiser sets a better example than the traditional lolly or chocolate drive. The more people in-

volved and the more you bring in, the more we can do for our school.  

 

Please help us by filling the bag we will send home and returning it to school by 9am on Wednesday 9
th
 November. 

Please note you are not limited to the one bag we will send home. You are welcome to bring in as many extra bags of 

items as you like. 

 

The money raised from this fundraiser will be used to buy gardening tools for the students. We are hoping to raise 

$200 and really need your support to reach this target. 

 

If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact: Mrs Triplik - 95551101 

 

Thank you for your involvement in this fundraiser. Every little bit makes a big difference and strengthens our community. 

 

Kind regards  

SRC and Mrs Triplik 

SRC  -  Closet Cleanout 
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Walk to School 
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Canteen 
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School Activities 
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Advertising 
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Advertising 

LEAVING MOORABBIN PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 

Date Leaving:  ________________________ 
 
 
Child’s Name:  ________________________   Current Class: __________  Year Level: _____________ 
 
 
Child’s Name:  ________________________   Current Class: __________  Year Level: _____________ 
 
 
Child’s Name:  ________________________   Current Class: __________  Year Level: _____________ 
 
 
Parent’s Name: _________________________   Signed: __________________________  Date: ______________  
 
 
 

Reason: (We would very much appreciate your comments/feedback to assist with future planning). Thank you.  
 

 Family moving suburbs/interstate/overseas 
 
 Transferring to independent school 
  -Please advise which school to assist with transfer arrangements. ________________________________ 
 
 Other  - Please specify: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
      ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
      ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
      ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

PLEASE RETURN TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE  

Forms 
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Forms 
If you would like to provide input into your child’s class placement for 2017 please take the time to fill out this proforma.  Send it back 

to me in an enclosed envelope or email your proforma to moorabbin.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  

by 4pm on Tuesday 8th November.  Mark the letter or email to The Principal—Confidential Class Placement. 

The emails will be printed and you will receive a brief reply by email so you know your message has been received. 

mailto:moorabbin.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

