
Dear Parents, 
Welcome to Term 4 in the Junior School and a special welcome to our new students and families! It is our final term for the 
year and a busy one! We are looking forward to many exciting events across the term. 

 

SunSmart School 
Could all students please ensure they have a wide brimmed sunhat and bring a water bottle to school each day. Hats can 
be kept in bag lockers to ensure they are not ‘forgotten’. If students do not have a hat they are to play in the shaded area 
under the Oak tree. Please ensure hats are named. Each classroom has a bottle of sunscreen. If you would prefer for your 
child to use their own sunscreen students are welcome to bring their own.  

 

Dates for the diary 
27th Oct– Bandanna Day 
2nd Nov– Pyjama Day (gold coin donation) 
2nd Nov– Count Us In Music event (12:30pm in the Hall) 
7th Nov– MELBOURNE CUP DAY NO SCHOOL 
23rd Nov– Twilight Sports 2:00pm-5:00pm 
27th Nov– P-4 swimming starts (2 weeks) 
13th Dec– End of year celebration 
22nd Dec– Last Day of Term 4 (1:30pm finish) 
 

 

 

 

 

Prep Literacy 
During Writers Workshop lessons we are revisiting various genres learnt throughout the year including narratives, poetry, 
recounts, information reports and letter writing. We are focusing on independently using punctuation marks correctly and 
forming letters on the dotted thirds.  This term we are practising to edit our own writing and publishing on the laptops 
using Microsoft Word.  
 
During Readers Workshop lessons we are reviewing all reading strategies including visualising, making connections,  
Inferring, predicting, summarising, synthesising, determining importance and questioning. While reading independently, 
with a partner or whole class we are revising all our decoding strategies including  maintaining fluency, solving unfamiliar 
words and self-correcting. Support with these reading strategies at home will be beneficial for your child’s development. 

 

Prep Maths 
This term in Maths we will be revising and extending various Mathematical topics. For Number, students will continue to 
explore place value, addition, patterns, fractions, addition and subtraction. For Measurement and Geometry, students will 
investigate shape, location, length and time. For Statistics and Probability, students will look at data representation and 
interpretation through asking simple questions when looking at graphs. To support your child’s learning at home, you can 
practise and the place value of the hundreds, tens and ones by talking about numbers and how they can be broken down, 
recognising fractions on different foods such as pizzas and cakes and using the clock to identify o’clock and half past.  

 

 

Swimming 



Grade 1/2 Literacy 
This Term in Writer’s Workshop the Grade 1/2 students will be focusing on narratives, expositions, poetry, reports and 

procedures.  

Over the past few weeks, students have been learning about the structure of a narrative and have experimented with text 

features such as onomatopoeias, conjunctions and more complex vocabulary (such as ‘colossal’ instead of ‘big’). All 1/2 

students have been given the opportunity to publish their narratives on the laptops and have created some amazing pieces 

of writing. 

Over the rest of the term students will be given the opportunity to create short imaginative and informative texts that 

show emerging use of appropriate text structure, grammar, word choice, spelling and punctuation. They will explore  

different forms of poetry, write reports on a chosen topic, and create expositions that aim to persuade their audience of a 

particular viewpoint. This term, a strong emphasis will be put on editing. It is expected that students review their own 

work, by making changes to ‘fix’ errors or to make their writing more exciting, before showing a teacher. 

In Readers Workshop students are reviewing the strategies that have been explicitly taught throughout the year with a 

focus on Questioning, Predicting and Inferring, Synthesising and Determining Importance. Teaching students how to ask 

‘thick’ questions when reading is an important skill to help them gain a deeper understanding of what they have read.   

Answers to thick questions are involved, complex and open ended. Thin questions deal with specific content or words.  

Answers to thin questions are short and close ended. Questioning can take place before, during and after reading.          

Predicting and Inferring is where students infer the author’s purpose for characters, settings and plot. The look at         

character feelings and motives. Students can predict possible outcomes before, during and after reading. They need to  

justify  predictions using evidence from the text and search for and use information to confirm or disconfirm predictions. 

When we synthesize, we pull together the most important points from our reading, but we move beyond what’s stated by 

the author. We focus on the insights that we gained from reading. We notice how our thinking changes as we read, so 

that when we finish, we can put our thinking and learning together in new ways. 

Grade 1/2 Maths 

In Term 4 the Grade 1/2s will continue to focus on Number and Algebra. In particular, place value, fractions and continued 

practise of the four operations, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 

In Measurement and Geometry students will revise and expand on their knowledge of two and three-dimensional shapes. 

They will practise telling the time, using language ‘past’ and ‘to’, and measure shapes and objects based on length, area, 

volume and capacity.  

In Statistic and Probability students will collect data and create graphs. They will analyse and interpret data.  

For number fluency activities, students will practise skip counting from numbers other than zero, with repeating, growing 

or decreasing numbers.  

To consolidate learning, the maths tasks in students’ homework relate to current topics being learned to reinforce their 

skills used in class.   

Grade 1/2 Inquiry & Sustainability 

In Sustainability and Inquiry the Grade 1/2’s will be learning about energy. We will discuss how animals, plants and appli-

ances all require energy to function and what their energy source is. We will be spending time planting, harvesting and 

cooking from the new raised garden beds. We will care for plants and provide them with energy and other requirements 

to grow. Though cooking and eating we will learn how those plants provide an energy source for us.  

 

 

 



P.E. 

The Prep students have further developed their ball skills, balance and dodging in minor games from the previous terms. In 
Term 4 they will begin some ‘hitting’ activities such as Tee Ball and Totem Tennis. The students will learn the rules and 
some new skills to extend their hand eye co-ordination. They will learn what a forehand and backhand hit is and how to 
hold a bat in Tee ball.      

Grade 1 & 2 students will begin the term by playing Totem Tennis and Bat Tennis to improve their hand-eye                    
co-ordination. They will then learn the skills and rules of Soccer.  

To celebrate the end of the sporting year Moorabbin Primary School joins together with the Twilight Sports! This is our 
house sports competition that all students are expected to participate in on Thursday 23rd November from 2pm until    
approximately 4.30.  

 

Mrs Kelly 
 

 

 

 

 

Music 

Welcoming students back for a busy last term of 2017! 

This term students in the Junior School will be focusing on learning the song for this year’s Music: Count Us In entitled 
‘Shine Together.’ Each year an original song is written with selected students from across Australia and over 2, 100 schools 
participate in the initiative to sing the song at the same time. MCUI has run for 10 years now and aims to encourage kids 
to sing and make music together and advocates for meaningful musical experiences within in a child’s development and    
education. 

This year the celebration day is Thursday November 2nd and we will congregate as a school to sing the song together at 
12:30pm in the hall. Family and friends the school community are welcome to join us and our amazing school choir will 
also perform a few songs. The song can be found at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSTKn0E2Q5o and this year is 
about individuality and acceptance 

Students will also be learning about the musical element of form and how to identify the sections of a song using the    
correct musical language along with singing new songs and participating in musical games. They will be playing xylophones 
and explore steps and jumps in melody, both in songs and improvisations.  

Everyone is invited to our end of year school picnic and music celebration which will be held on Wednesday 13th  

December 4-5:30pm. 

Happy Singing! 

 

Miss Howden 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSTKn0E2Q5o


Art 

Spring is in the air! Our theme for the term is Spring and Nature. Students will be introduced to and inspired by 3 
famous artists; Claude Monet, Margaret Preston and Wassily Kandinsky. 

They will use mixed media and explore the elements of Art with a focus on colour to create their artworks. They will 
discover what paint can do and become familiar with the language relating to painting eg dabbing, swirling, tone 
and tinting. 

Students will discuss their ideas about the artists studied and make similar observations about their work and reflect 
on the importance of nature in our world. 

Can’t wait to see the creativity! 

Mrs Kakavoules. 

 

 

Science 

Our Preps and 1/2 students will continue to develop their learning about basic programing using the ‘Bee Bots’. Stu-
dents will be able to move the bots using small mazes, basic coding formulas and experiment movement by planning 
the direction through drawing pathways in their journals.  

The Preps will then study some Physics by exploring the way different objects move, for example, exploring different 
strengths of pushes and pulls, or shape. 

Grade 1/2 students will move onto Chemistry by investigating how objects made from different materials can be 
physically changed through different actions, for example, bending, stretching and twisting. 

Mrs Kelly 

 

Moorabbin kids are... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


